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We were driving along the dusty and lonely Oodnadatta Track, approaching the tiny outback settlement of William 
Creek (pop. 6). There was some sort of activity going on in the middle of the road, and, as we got closer, we realised 
it involved a single-engine light plane. The story was that the pilot had landed at the William Creek airstrip to refuel 
both the plane and himself (the main feature of William Creek is the pub). He had taxied the plane over to the pub, 
and parked it in front alongside two or three cars. 
  
Emboldened by a few drinks, he decided it was unnecessary to taxi his plane 200 metres back to the airstrip. He 
could just take off along the road -- no traffic to worry about -- and in the process, greatly impress the four or five 
people in the bar. Unfortunately, as he gained speed, his wingtip hit one of the parked cars, the plane veered off 
course, and hit another parked car. 
  
Result: A plane with a bent wing and a useless propeller -- quite unflyable, out in the desert more than 1000 kms 
from aviation repair facilities, and two badly damaged cars. And some very unimpressed car owners in the pub! Then 
he discovered that one of them was a policeman ..... 
  
Do you sometimes have days like that? 
  
  
  

 
     Movie theatre at Oodnadatta 
       in the Australian Outback 
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